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Administration Team Message 
 
We are approaching the end of a very memorable school year. It is very odd not too feel the 
June energy of our students getting excited about concluding another great year of learning. 
This year has provided a very different reality. We are very proud of our students, staff and 
parents who have done everything possible to salvage good learning over the past many 
weeks of remote learning. It has been and continues to be challenging, but our hope is that 
staying engaged, at some level, will have helped build the knowledge base of our students 
and prepare them, as well as possible, for their next grade. One more month to go!  There is 
no answer yet on how school will look next September, but we know that our School Division 
is preparing itself for all possible scenarios and is expected to announce a plan by August 1. It 
is important that parents, guardians and students fill out the survey sent to you by email last 
week, to help inform our Division, as they plan out strategies for the Fall.  

As a school, we still want to maintain, some sense of conclusion to this school year. We will 
have a virtual Grade 9 Farewell Celebration on June 12, a grade 6 virtual, celebration of 
completing  Elementary on June 25, and publishing of our traditional Junior High Awards 
recipients in an final Newsletter that will be sent out you towards the end of the month. The 
last official day of school is June 26 and that will be the day the student Final report cards will 
be available on the Parent portal of Powerschool. Again, a final reminder that textbook and 
leased equipment is to be returned within the scheduled dates only and will follow strict 
COVID-19 social gathering restrictions and procedures. Dates for these returns are: 

Thursday, June 18 (8:30 am. to 3:30 pm.) – Students with last names starting with A-G. 

Friday, June 19 (8:30 am. to 3:30 pm.) – Students with last names starting with H-M. 

Monday, June 22 (8:30 am. to 3:30 pm.) – Students with last names starting with N-S. 

Tuesday, June 23 (8:30 am. to 3:30 pm.) – Students with last names starting with T-Z. 

Please do come on your assigned date, we will accept late returns on June 24, as there will be 
some extra-ordinary circumstances, including needs to compete final assignments/
assessments or major scheduling conflicts.  

Grade 9 diplomas and Awards certificates will be handed out on textbook book collection 
days, as well. After we process the returns, parent refund totals will be calculated and credited 
or returned as per Division procedures that were sent to you in May and outlined in page 3 of 
the Newsletter.  

Stay safe and have wonderful month of June. God Bless you and your families. 

The St. Brendan Administration Team 

Creator God,  

We give our thanks, Creator God, for the fathers in our lives.  

Fatherhood does not come with a manual, and reality teaches us that some fathers 
excel while others fail.  

We ask for Your blessings for them all – and forgiveness where it is needed.  

This Father’s Day we remember the many sacrifices fathers make for their children and families, 
and the ways – both big and small – they lift children to achieve dreams thought beyond reach.  

So too, we remember all those who have helped fill the void when 
fathers pass early or are absent – grandfathers and uncles, brothers 
and cousins, teachers, pastors and coaches – and the women of 
our families.  

For those who are fathers, we ask for wisdom and humility in the 
face of the task of parenting. Give them the strength to do well by 
their children and by You.  

In Your Holy name, O God, we pray. Amen.”  



2020-2021 School Year 
New Registrations 

 

We are currently accepting registrations for new   
students for the next school year for all grades (online 
only). We know that our best form of advertising is 
your sharing of the good things that are occurring at 
St. Brendan. We thank you for passing on this    
information to any parents that are considering our 
school for the next school year. 
 

Moving/Changing Schools? 
 

Please notify the office if you anticipate moving, and 
if your child/children will not be attending St. 
Brendan School next year.  This information is very 
important to our planning process since school 
enrollment dictates the configuration and size of our 
classes, and staffing. 
 

Outstanding Fees 
 

A reminder will soon be sent in regards to fees that 
have not yet been paid.  Parents, we encourage you 
to look at your child’s account on the Parent Power 
School Portal and pay these fees as soon as possible.   
If you have any questions in regards to your child’s 
fees or need help with paying fees online please do 
not hesitate to call the office and we will be happy to 
help you. 
 

Junior High Yearbooks 
 

Don’t miss out on purchasing your 2019 - 2020                          
St. Brendan Junior High Yearbook. 

This year’s book of memories can be bought on-line 
only.  The price is only $40.00 for pictures of friends 
and activities that will provide  enjoyment for years to 
come. Parents, if you wish to pay online you may add 
the fee yourself to your child’s account on the 
Powerschool Parent Portal. 
We still have some 2018—2019 yearbooks available 
for sale at $40.00 each. 
 

Elementary Yearbooks 
 

Don’t miss out on purchasing your 2019 - 2020         
St. Brendan Elementary Yearbook! 

This year’s book of memories can be bought on-line 
only.  The price is only $10.00 for pictures of friends 
and activities that will provide  enjoyment for years to 
come. Parents, if you wish to pay online you may add 
the fee yourself to your child’s account on the 
PowerSchool Parent Portal. 
Books will be distributed in September 2020 to those 
who have purchased. 

Grade Nine Virtual Farewell 
 

The St. Brendan Administration Team and 
Staff Invite all Grade 9 students and 
parents/guardians to partake in a special 
virtual Grade 9 Farewell Celebration. 
 
When:  Friday,  June, 12th, 2020 at 6:00pm 
Where:  Online invitation via TEAMS  
  (please check your email for the invite) 
 

 A celebration of the learning and 
accomplishments of the Grade 9 class of 2020.  

 A prayer service dedicated to our students and 
their families. 

 Speeches and well wishes to our grade 9 students 
from students and administration. 

 Photo montage PowerPoint and Grade 9 
certificate ceremony. 

 
**STUDENTS:  Please forward an updated photo  
to Mrs. Richards:    
Donna.Richards@ecsd.net by June 6th, 2020  
to include in the special PowerPoint presentation.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal Items 
 

All personal belongings should have been picked-up 
by now. If any students still have personal items at 
school, you have till June 17th to collect your 
belongings.  

Any unclaimed items after June 17th                                                                  
will be discarded. 



There have been certain fees paid for which 
students are not receiving service during the school 
shutdown. This includes prepaid Bus Transportation 
fees, athletic team refunds,  unused  Jr High option 
costs (outdoor Ed., Art, drama, CTF, Foods) and 
deposits for the gr. 9 band trip. Our Division has 
decided that any refunds would be available to 
parents only after all library books, textbooks and 
any loaned technology are returned. These return 
dates are scheduled for the June 18, 19, 22 and 
23.  Once all items are returned, any outstanding 
(unpaid) fees from this year will be paid from the 
amount owed as a refund. A final refund amount 
will then be established. There are three variables at 
that point: 
1) If your refund is $100 or more,  it will be 

processed and a cheque will be mailed to the 
family and should arrive at your home in late 
July. 

2) If your refund is less than $100, it will be 
automatically rolled over as a payment credit for 
next year. Only by parent request would a cheque 
be issued to the family. 

3) If your child is not returning to St. Brendan next 
year (ie. Grade 9 students),  all refunds will be 
processed and mailed to parents, again arriving at 
your home in late July. 

The Quebec trip refund  and Golf Academy refund 
will be dealt with separately.  

Unused Fees due to Remote Learning 



Music & Glee Clubs 2019/2020 
         

Although we didn’t complete the entire 
school year St. Brendan Music Club 
performed at all School Celebrations and 

Open House. This year the Junior High Glee Club 
joined the Music Club singing at various 
celebrations. Thank you to all of the students, Mrs. 
Ilkiw, and Mrs. Dawson-MacLean for dedicating their 
time to sing and share their wonderful talents! See 
you in September!  
 

Golf Academy Program  
 

The St. Brendan Golf Academy Program will 
continue for the 2020-21 school year. 

Students attend weekly instruction at the Evolution 
Golf in Sherwood Park every Friday morning under 
the supervision of CPGA member Allan Gallyer. 
There are currently a few spots left in the program 
for the 2020-21 year. Please contact Golf Academy 
coordinator Kevin Mazur at kevin.mazur@ecsd.net 
for more information or to register for the program. 
 

Junior High Art Project Pick-Up 
 

Any Junior High students who took Art this year can 
pick up their projects in Room 220 (the Art Room) 
when they come into the school to return their 
textbooks. 
 

Superintendent Award of Excellence 
 

Each year, with the Superintendent’s Awards of 
Excellence, Edmonton Catholic Schools honours 
junior and senior high students who, through their 
daily lived actions, demonstrate excellence.  The 
recipients are determined by the school community 
that they attend.  The principal, in consultation with 
staff, will make the selection of the recipient(s) for 
their school. 
This year the Staff of St. Brendan School nominated 
Grade 9 student Rebecca Lechelt as the recipient of 
the 2019-20 Superintendent Award of Excellence. 
Rebecca demonstrates strong Christian values and 
remains true to herself and her faith without 
question. She carries this forward when she helps 
students in need. She never shies away from 
volunteering for all school events, examples being 
Open House and all Leadership Team functions. 
Rebecca is part of the Jazz band and upholds her 
responsibility to maintain a high academic average. 
In and out of class, Rebecca demonstrates 

compassion and patience with all who surround her. 
She is a very positive person and that positivity flows 
over to her peers. 
Due to Covid-19 restrictions, the annual reception to 
honour all Superintendent Award recipients was 
cancelled. The Superintendent Award has been 
presented to Rebecca privately by representatives of 
our school staff and administration. The St. Brendan 
school community congratulates Rebecca on this 
wonderful accomplishment! 
 

Academic Awards 
 

Every year we, as most junior and senior high 
schools, celebrate student outstanding work in the 
fields of academics, sports, and service in their 
schools. This year’s Junior High awards night will not 
take place due to Covid-19 restrictions. We will 
however still recognize award recipients for this year 
with some revisions.  Our main revision to our 
Awards this year unfortunately is to not award 
honours standing. Due to the 3.5-month school 
closure and move to remote learning, it is very 
difficult to find a definite line of honours standing or 
no honours standing for students when assessing 
without percentages for these 3.5 months. We are 
therefore unable to accurately determine honours 
standings this year.  A main academic award voted 
on by our teachers will be given to one person in 
each of Grade 7, 8 and 9. The criteria includes, in 
order of importance: academic excellence (including 
the period of remote learning), consistent display of 
Catholic core values, leadership and compassion.  
Most other annual awards have been selected and 
will be published to our St. Brendan community in a 
farewell newsletter at the end of June.  Award 
winners will be notified of their accomplishment by 
phone and will be presented their award certificate 
on their assigned day of textbook return in June.    
 

Paperless Report Cards 
 

Your child’s final report card will be available on 
PowerSchool after 3:00 pm on June 26 for a 3 week 
period.  You are encouraged to both save the PDF 
version as well as print a hard copy for your         
records.  Students’ year will officially end  on June 
26. There will be no formal report card pick up/
distribution. 
If you have any questions regarding this procedure, 
or where to access your report card, please feel free 
to contact the office. 

Have a very safe and restful summer!!! 



Parent Appreciation 
 
Thank you to all our parents for everything that you 
do, to support our school! We appreciate all the help 
with field trips, hot lunches, School Council meetings, 
and all the little ways in which you contribute to 
school events and activities. During this pandemic 
you were tasked with the added responsibility of 
assisting teachers with the instruction of your children 
via remote learning. These unprecedented times 
challenged us in ways that never seemed possible. 
As a St. Brendan parent community, you can hold 
your head high and be proud of the work you have 
done, and continue to do, helping us educate your 
children.  
 

School Council 
 

We extend our appreciation to all our school council 
members and to especially our Executive Council for 
2019-20 who have committed countless hours over 
the course of the past year. School council is vital to 
the continued life of our school as we have discussed 
as a group a number of topics and have especially 
enjoyed having increased perspectives shared with 
our room representatives for each of the classrooms.  

St. Brendan School values the School Council, the 
Parent Fundraising Society and the roles these 
groups play in contributing to our school programs. 
The Executive Council works closely with the school, 
staff, and administration to advise and liaise with us, 
and to inform both the school and parent community. 
Our congratulations go out to the Executive 2019-20 
for an outstanding job!  

Chairperson ~  Colleen Rowe 

Vice Chairperson ~ Jill Frederick 

Treasurer ~   Melissa McCracken 

Secretary ~   Michelle Zadunayski 

 

Elementary and Junior High Supply Lists 
 
Supply lists for the next school year have been 
posted online.  Student school supplies can be 
purchased through School Start or parents may 
choose to purchase the supplies themselves at a local 
retailer. Parents who wish to purchase their child’s 
school supplies through School Start may do so by 
ordering online at:  www.schoolstart.ca. 
The deadline to receive supplies for school start-up is 
June 17th. Any orders placed after this date may not 
be delivered on time and a $5.00 late fee will be 
added after August 1, 2020. 

 

Bilingual Programs 
 
Bilingual programs aim for students’ high academic 
achievement and strong communicative skills both in 
English and in the target (second) language.  They 
provide a rich environment for the learning of 
languages, cultures and subject-area content. 
Bilingual education strives to provide intensive 
language learning environments and enriched 
cultural experiences that maximize student 
opportunities for learning. 

St. Brendan is proud to offer Spanish and Ukrainian 
Bilingual Programs for students in Junior High. 
Students receive up to 35% instruction at this level.   

Edmonton Catholic Schools’ Bilingual programs 
provide the opportunity for students to develop 
strong bilingual and biliteracy skills. Students 
develop an appreciation for other cultures and 
communities throughout the world. 

 

• Are consistent with the Common European Framework of 
Reference for Languages 

• Aim for students’ high academic achievement and strong 

communicative skills in both Spanish and English 

• Strive to enrich and complement students’ first language 

• Place a strong emphasis on faith, language, and culture 

• Celebrate our faith with an annual gathering of all Spanish 

Bilingual students to honour Our Lady of Guadalupe 

• Provide French as a second language in grades 4 and upward 

• Employ dedicated professional staff and administration 

• Offer international proficiency exams as an official testing 
centre accredited by the Cervantes Institute of Spain 

The Ukrainian Bilingual program provides students with a wealth of 
experiences and advantages that benefit them within the classroom 
walls and beyond. The program explores many facets of Ukrainian 
culture. Students participate in celebrations which help them gain an 
understanding of the Ukrainian Catholic faith, with special emphasis 
on the Byzantine Rite. 
 
Students receive instruction as prescribed by Alberta Education. In 
addition, they learn to understand, speak, read, and write Ukrainian. 
Ukrainian language students have the opportunity to participate in 
testing for The Examination of Ukrainian as a Foreign Lan-
guage certificates. Ukrainian bilingual programming provides a rich 
environment for the development of the essential knowledge, skills 
and attitudes that promote effective global citizenship and enhance 
the economic and career potential of the student.  

http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/linguistic/cadre1_en.asp
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/linguistic/cadre1_en.asp
https://www.ecsd.net/Programs/Overview/LanguagePrograms/Bilingual%20Programs/Pages/The-Examination-of-Ukrainian-as-a-Foreign-Language.aspx
https://www.ecsd.net/Programs/Overview/LanguagePrograms/Bilingual%20Programs/Pages/The-Examination-of-Ukrainian-as-a-Foreign-Language.aspx


 





 

 
Are you a parent of a child who is currently in a 100 Voices or Kindergarten program? Would you like to have an 

opportunity to connect with other parents who are also managing life at this unprecedented time?  

Join our free, 3-week online Parent Support Group, hosted and facilitated by members of our Early Learn-

ing psychology team. In this safe space, we will support conversations that will include looking after yourself as a 

parent, navigating raising early learners and sharing resources. Our hope is to connect you with other parents who 

are also struggling, get some new and creative ideas for coping, and reduce some of the isolation you may be feel-

ing.  

Technology will be needed in order to participate. You will need a laptop, smartphone, or tablet that has a micro-

phone and camera. You will also require a current email address, as we will be using Microsoft Teams for the sup-

port sessions.  

This is a 1-hour drop-in group for open discussion on weekly topics including:  

• Week 1: Social isolation: Impact on parents and children and how to navigate  

• Week 2: Life at home: Challenges, strategies, celebrating small successes  

• Week 3: Looking ahead to a “New Normal”: Past, Present and Future  

 

Life is busy, we’d like to provide you with a choice of dates and times for each week.  

Week one: A choice of Monday, June 1st at 10:00 am or Thursday, June 4th at 1:00 pm  

Week two: A choice of Monday, June 8th at 10:00 am or Thursday, June 11th at 1:00 pm  

Week three: A choice of Monday, June 15th at 10:00 am or Thursday, June 18th at 1:00 pm  

To register for a weekly session, please click here.  

Or paste into your browser:  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/138SHJV6aF5aLVVZAaDSRyAhcLI3UupK0WDRMyYkBJvA/edit?ts=5ecc226f  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/138SHJV6aF5aLVVZAaDSRyAhcLI3UupK0WDRMyYkBJvA/edit?ts=5ecc226f
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/138SHJV6aF5aLVVZAaDSRyAhcLI3UupK0WDRMyYkBJvA/edit?ts=5ecc226f


    June 2020 

… Let your light shine before others so that they may see your good works … 

               (Matthew 5:16) 
 

      We began our year of Walking Together in the Light of Christ with this scripture, and it is fitting 

 that we end the year with it as well.  We have experienced great adversity this year in many ways, yet 

we have persevered.  Knowing that we are a community that is united in Christ, our constant companion, 

has sustained us, and so many people have been instruments of Christ’s love for others.  The stories of love, 

compassion, joy, and mercy that we have heard throughout the year have all borne witness to 

#ECSDfaithinspires. 

Each year, the Council of Catholic School Superintendents of Alberta sponsors the Excellence in Catholic 

Education Awards.  These awards honour individuals who provide our students with exceptional learning 

experiences that are deeply rooted in our Catholic faith.  We are delighted to share that three of our staff 

have received this prestigious award:  Pascal El Cid, teacher at Sister Annata Brockman Catholic Elemen-

tary/Junior High School; Patricia Liogier, Principal of  

St. Leo Catholic Elementary School; and Theresa Volk, Principal of Bishop David Motiuk Catholic Elemen-

tary/Junior High School.  Congratulations Pascal, Patricia, and Theresa! 

Our Division is currently working with Alberta Education to determine what September re-entry will look 

like.  They have directed us to prepare for three possible scenarios: return to normal classroom instruction, 

partial return to classes/return with restrictions in place and remaining in a remote learning situation.  

Which scenario we end up beginning the year with is entirely dependent on the pandemic status at the end 

of the summer and our ability to ensure that our students and staff can maintain their health and safety.  

The Ministry has indicated that they will decide what re-entry will be by August 1st in order to allow us am-

ple time to be prepared for learning in the 2020-21 school year.  We will let our families know what fall 

classes will look like as soon as this has been determined. 

As Father’s Day approaches and we celebrate all those who have filled the role of father, grandfather, or 

mentor, let us take a moment to pray for them and give thanks. 

Heavenly Father,  

Today we ask You to bless our earthly fathers 

for the many times they reflected the love, strength, generosity, wisdom and mercy that You exemplify in 

Your relationship with us, Your children. 

We honour our fathers for putting our needs above their own convenience and comfort; 

for teaching us to show courage and determination in the face of adversity; 

for challenging us to move beyond self-limiting boundaries; 

for modeling the qualities that would turn us into responsible, principled, caring adults. 

We ask your blessing on those men who served as father figures in our lives. 

May the love and selflessness they showed us be returned to them in all their relationships,  

and help them to know that their influence has changed us for the better. 

We pray that our fathers who have passed into the next life have been welcomed into Your loving embrace, 

and that our family will one day be reunited in your heavenly kingdom. 

 

Amen 

(Adapted from A Christopher Prayer for Father's Day) 

 

Pope Francis shared a thought on Twitter that is the perfect punctuation mark on our theme for this year.  

He said, “If we are transparent before the Lord like a crystal, His light – the light of mercy – will shine in us 

and, through us, in the world.” (05/19/20) 

 

Have a wonderful June! 

Sincerely,  

Robert Martin 

Chief Superintendent 



Glory be to Jesus Christ! Glory be forever! 

 

Go Eskimos Go! 

You got it. I’m an Edmonton Eskimos fan. And why not?  The Eskimos have won the Grey Cup fourteen times of the 
modern era, and an unmatched five consecutive wins between 1978 and 1982, most recently in 2015. 

The colours green and gold live forever in my heart. Not only are they the colours of the Eskimos, but they are also 
the colours of the Feast of Pentecost…. 

After Jesus’ resurrection from the dead, Jesus instructed the disciples to stay in Jerusalem and to wait there for the 
promise of God the Father. 

“When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one place.  And suddenly from heaven there 
came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.  Divided tongues, 
as of fire, appeared among them.  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues, as 
the Spirit gave them ability” (Acts of the Apostles, 2: 1-4). 

On that first Pentecost, fifty days after the glorious resurrection of Jesus, the Lord sent the Holy Spirit in the form of 
tongues of fire upon his disciples that the Good News of the Gospel would be preached through them to all nations.  

As we celebrate this Feast, let us remind ourselves our own Pentecost, that is, our own baptism in the Holy Spirit, 
when we were anointed with the gifts of the Spirit so that we too might proclaim the Good News of salvation to all 
peoples of our time. 

For the Holy Spirit continues to act today, not just 2000 years ago, through the gifts given to us for God ’s glory – the 
great virtues of faith, hope and charity; the seven gifts of wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, pie-
ty and the fear of the Lord; and the fruits of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness 
and self-control. 

Let us rediscover these gifts in ourselves, in our families, schools, churches, and communities, that we may be re-
newed by the Holy Spirit, and in turn, renew others by our Christian witness. 

For each of us can relate stories of how the Holy Spirit has touched us in some special way – through the steadfast 
faith of a family member that all would be well when little light seemed to escape the darkness encompassing us; or 
the wisdom of a teacher or colleague to trust God completely; or the kindness of a friend during times of trouble or 
illness. 

And what about the colours of green and gold? 

Well, in the Ukrainian Catholic tradition, another name for Pentecost is Green Holydays, Zeleni svjata. Our churches 
and homes are decorated with the greenery of branches and such in celebration of the Feast. Green is a symbol of 
the newness of life – divine life – brought to us by the Holy Spirit. The priests even wear green vestments for the Feast 
of Pentecost! 

And gold?  Well, we were created in the image and likeness of God the Father. By living in the love of Christ, we 
gradually grow into this image and likeness.  We call this process theosis, deification or divinization.  The colour of 
the Divine is gold. And it is the Holy Spirit who helps us grow in the divine life, into holiness, sanctity.  

Green and gold. Pentecost. The Divine Life. 

 

Heavenly King, Advocate, Spirit of Truth, who are everywhere present and fill all things, Treasury of Blessings,                                     
Bestower of Life, come and dwell within us; cleanse us of all that defiles us, and O Good One, save our souls. 

(Prayer to the Holy Spirit) 

Pentecost: “Going for the Green and Gold” 

By:  Bishop David Motiuk 

Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Edmonton 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 

7 8 

JH Year-In-
Review 
Assessments 
Assigned 

9 10 11 12 

Grade Nine 

 

 

 

 

@ 6:00 p.m. 

13 

14 15 

IPP’s and PLP’s 
To Be Signed by 
Parents 

 

16 

 

Men’s Mental 
Health 
Awareness Day 

Last Day to 
Have Lockers 
Cleaned-Out 

17 

 

JH ELA & S.S. 
Year-In-Review 
Due to Teachers 

18 

 

Textbook & 
Technology 
Return for last 
names (A-G) 

 

19 

 

Textbook & 
Technology 
Return for last 
names (H-M) 

20 

21 22 

Textbook & 
Technology 
Return for last 
names (N-S) 

JH Science & 
Math Year-In-
Review Due to 
Teachers 

23 

Textbook & 
Technology 
Return for last 
names (T-Z) 

Final Day to 
Submit 
Assignments 

24 25 

Grade Six 
Online Farewell 
Celebration @ 
1:00 p.m. 

26 

Last Official 
Day of School 

Report Cards 
Available 
Online @                       
3:00 p.m. 

27 

28 29 

Non-Instructional 
Day for Teachers 

30     

June 2020 


